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apartments, and in the evening the second act of the
Opera Dido was given in the palace theatre. After
the performance, Marie Louise appeared on a balcony,
amid the applause of the crowd, and listened to a
concert given on the terrace and looked at some fire-
works which were set off in the Place de la Concorde.
The Empress spent the night at Saint Cloud. The
populace, who had no idea of what was going on at
Prague, and still hoped for an early peace, celebrated
the Emperor's birthday with great rejoicing; but it
was for the last time.

August 25, Marie Louise's birthday, was celebrated
with great splendor. Napoleon had wished her to go
to Cherbourg to preside at the opening of the grand
basin. Her journey thither was one succession of ova-
tions. She entered Caen August 24 amid the roar
of cannon and the ringing of bells. The town was
decked as for a rustic festival; every house was
adorned with leaves and garlands. In the morning
of the 25th, the Empress passed beneath a triumphal
arch raised at the crossing of the roads from Paris to
Cherbourg, and from Bordeaux to Rouen. At nine
in the evening, she reached Cherbourg. The next
morning, the 26th, at eleven o'clock, she visited the
Port Napoleon. Fifty young girls, dressed in white,
threw rose-leaves beneath her feet; they were headed
by the daughter of the sub-prefect of Cherbourg.
This girl gave the Empress a basket containing
several pieces of lace made in that region, and re-
cited some verses composed for the occasion, which
all her companions repeated in chorus.